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R S A G N E W S L E T T E R

November 2011

ARSAG WINTER MEETING

3 1 J a n – 2 F e b ‘ 1 2

Planning Meeting for Panel Chairs & Steering Group

31 January

Panel Chairs, Co-Chairs will present a draft outline of
their segment of the ARSAG ’12 conference agenda for
coordination with other Panels’ plans. ARSAG Panels:

Operations:

System Design

Interoperability Procedures & Documentation

Reliability & Maintainability

Training
Test & Evaluation

Formation Aids, Lighting & Markings
Advanced Concepts

Studies & Analysis
Industry

Safety

Steering Group members, in addition to providing general
advice and guidance, will identify the presenter of the
military report from their organization to the ARSAG ’12
conference.

Workshop / JSB Meeting

1 - 2 February

The six Working Groups will meet to continue the progress
made in the September ARSAG Workshop / JSB meeting in
Dayton. (See October Newsletter, Page 1 for list of Working Groups & Topics.)

The Groups are to be congratulated on their worthwhile and
productive endeavors. The ARSAG Workshops have taken
on a new energy and are drawing increasing attention from
the international aerial refueling community.

From the Desk of the Chairman

I was delighted to see so many of you in Nashville last
week. As always, the Airlift/Tanker Association put on a
terrific conference and symposium. General (Ret) Walter
Kross and his magnificent staff of professionals, all
volunteers, are to be commended for this tremendous effort.
The vast array of briefings and seminars covered the
waterfront on airlift, aerial refueling, and overall plans and
programs for the Air Mobility Command.

Our ARSAG Seminar, Aerial Refueling -- The Air Mobility
Enabler, was well attended by over 150 conferees. Our
Seminar Attendees were welcomed by Major General (Ret)
Mark Pillar, and then received a rousing report by Squadron
Leader Greg (Bear) Pasfield, RAAF, on the ARSAG initiative
to create a universal Tanker/Receiver clearance matrix for the
international aerial refueling community. This new effort will
build upon current information in ATP-56 along with existing
NATO and National clearance documentation. With new
tankers and new receivers continuously entering service, our
program will refine and streamline the clearance process,
saving time and significant costs along the way. Feedback
from the NATO Combined Air Operations Center has
confirmed the need for this clearance process improvement.
NATO and our Allies around the globe must be interoperable
and current in aerial refueling anywhere, anytime. While
this clearance project is being worked by our internationally
staffed ARSAG Workgroup headed up by Lt Colonel (Ret)
Tom Swiderek, Omega Air, and Michael Cox, USTRANSCOM, I
offer particular thanks to Air Commodore Gary Martin, RAAF,
Commander Air Lift Group, RAAF Base Richmond, Australia,
for his tremendous support of this major ARSAG effort.

Allan Haenisch, a long term member of ARSAG and a current
Member of our Board, has announced his retirement from
SAF/AQQM in the Pentagon after long and productive service
to our country. Absolutely one of the most highly respected
and recognized names in the tanker business, Allan has been
a major force in aerial refueling for 35 years. His
contributions to ARSAG as the Chair of the Studies &
Analysis Panel are truly legend. Allan is the consummate
professional. While Allan is phasing down his work schedule,
he will be at ARSAG '12. We know that you will all join us in
paying tribute to a storybook career.

We just learned that our fellow Board Member, Air
Commodore (Ret) Ian Elliott, Airbus Military, had a rather
sudden, unprogrammed hospital visit for a little by-pass
surgery. Our report is that his pumps and valves are back in
splendid shape and he is recovering quite nicely. All of our
very best go out to Ian. We look forward to having him join us
for a round in San Antonio.

As you know, Dex, Janet, and John have everything ready for
our Winter Meeting starting 31 January 2012. Look forward to
seeing you there.

Martin L. Vukich, Chairman, ARSAG International

Wi nt er M eet i ng H ot el Reser vat ion s

Now Open

Call Hilton Palacio del Rio, San Antonio TX:
210 222-1400 or 1 800 HILTONS

Must mention ARSAG to receive very special group rate: $106

Reservations Cut-off date: 7 January ’12. The Hilton Palacio del Rio is a full service hotel.

On famous
Riverwalk

Hotel Palacio del Rio
San Antonio TX
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Boeing bringing unique capability to KC-46 Tanker
Program, USAF says

Providing testimony to the Seapower and Projection Forces
Subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee
recently on the status of the KC-46 Tanker program, Mr. David
Van Buren, Air Force Service Acquisition Executive; Maj Gen
Bruce Litchfield, USAF Special Assistant to Commander, Air
Force Materiel Command; and Maj Gen (Select) Christopher
Bogdan, KC-46 Program Executive Officer; reviewed the
program schedule, validated the “One Boeing” approach and
recognized the solid performance to date on the program.

Stating that recapitalizing the tanker fleet remains the top
acquisition priority for the US Air Force, Mr. Van Buren
shared that at this point in the program he is pleased with the
performance of the USAF Program Office and by the program
execution of The Boeing Company. Additionally, he
expressed confidence in the program’s ability to “maintain
cost and schedule while mitigating the identified risks” while
being mindful of the current budget challenges facing the
Department of Defense (DOD). Mr. Van Buren concluded his
testimony by saying the DOD is “committed to fielding the
KC-46 on time and on budget so the warfighter is properly
supported in the future.”

Maj Gen (Select) Bogdan added that Boeing is bringing
unique capability to the project because of its ability to blend
its commercial and defense business best practices in
developing the airplane. “As they (Boeing) walk through the
design of the airplane, they are using both the review process
from their commercial side as well as the review process
from the defense side, and what I’m happy to say about this
is that the Air Force is involved in both sets of those steps,
watching them design and develop the airplane.” The US Air
Force’s involvement in both sets of reviews has provided
early insight into the commercial development portion of the
project, which helps to ensure the right development of the
military portion. In response to a question to clarify the
technical differences between the KC-135, KC-10 and KC-46,
Bogdan replied that the value of the KC-46 is that it’s a multi-
mission plane that will be more capable, flexible and efficient
than current assets.

Calling the tanker fleet the “backbone of the DOD’s global
power projection and global reach capabilities,” Maj Gen
Litchfield spoke about the importance of fielding the KC-46 to
help alleviate the strain on the aging KC-10 and KC-135 fleets.
He said the KC-135s likely will reach a service age of 80 years
and the KC-10s a service age of 54 years before they are
retired, calling this kind of longevity “unchartered territory in
terms of structural and systems issues attributed to age,
obsolescence and diminishing manufacturing sources.”

The Seapower and Projection Forces Subcommittee of the
HASC is chaired by Missouri Representative Todd Akin. In
addition to Mr. Van Buren, Maj Gen Litchfield and Maj Gen (S)
Bogdan, on hand as a witness was Mr. Shay Assad, Director
of Defense Procurement, Acquisition, Policy and Strategic
Sourcing, who provided insight into the program budget and
fixed price nature of the contract. It was this aspect of the
acquisition process that provided the DOD with the
realization that “we need to use the type of procurement
practice that we used on KC-X on as many programs, frankly,
as we can,” said Maj Gen Litchfield. “But that requires firm
requirements. In those instances where we can define our
requirements in a firm way, we need to use this type of
contract.”

Boeing was awarded a contract by the USAF in February 2011
to design, develop, manufacture and deliver 18 combat-ready
tankers by 2017. The program has completed several major
milestones to date, including Systems Requirement Review,
767-2C Firm Configuration and Integrated Baseline Review.
Upcoming milestones include the US Air Force Preliminary
Design Review in 2012, Critical Design Review in 2013 and
first flight tests of the 767-2C in mid-2014 and KC-46 in early
2015. Submitted by Alan Burch, Boeing
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Thirsty

An A-10 Thunderbolt II is
refueled Aug 18, 2011,
over Southern
Afghanistan. The most
prominent feature of the
A-10 Thunderbolt II is
the 30 mm GAU-8/A
Avenger Gatling gun
cannon. This weapon is
capable of firing 3,900
rounds a minute and can
defeat an array of ground
targets, including tanks.
(U.S. Air Force
photo/Master Sgt. Jeffrey
Allen)



3

Skyraider VA-42 refueling
141688 GA-903 F9F-8P
Cougar VFP-62.-
contributed to VFP-62 SQUADRON
HISTORY by JJ McKenna

The third KC-30A departs from Brisbane
airport for delivery to RAAF Base Amberley,
Queensland.

News from Airbus Military

The Airbus MRTT User Group 2011 Conference brings together representatives from six air forces in Spain.
The Airbus MRTT User Group (AMUG) 2011 Conference was held on September 14

th
-15

th
in Getafe, Spain, where the Airbus A330

MRTT conversion centre and design office are located. Delegates from six different
nations (four A330 MRTT customers plus two observer states), gathered to exchange
experiences and share best practice.

During the conference, Airbus Military presented several technical briefings centred
on potential future developments for the A330 MRTT and the conclusions of the last
A330/A340 safety symposium.

The represented nations shared their experience as MRTT users, such as the A310
MRTT performance in the Libyan campaign, where two aircraft were deployed at
Trapani for Operation Mobile, transferring more than 10 million pounds of fuel to a
variety of allied receivers (F-18, Rafale, Super-Étendard, Tornado) in 250 sorties. The
A310 MRTT was well endorsed by all the NATO receiver community.

The conference concluded with a contribution from Domingo Ureña, Airbus Military
CEO, who praised the AMUG conference as a key linkage between the industry and the
operators.

Latest developments on the A330 MRTT program.

On November 8
th

2011 the third KC-30A (designation of the A330 MRTT for the Royal
Australian Air Force) was formally handed over at RAAF Base Amberley, Queensland.
Since June 2011, the RAAF has received three KC-30As and started in-service flights,
including air-to-air refuelling operations. The fourth aircraft will be delivered to the
Commonwealth in December and the last KC-30A ordered by the RAAF will be
delivered after completing military tanker/transport conversion by Qantas Defence
Services at the Australian MRTT Conversion Centre at Brisbane Airport.

The Voyager (designation of the A330 MRTT for the
UK Royal Air Force) aircraft obtained its civil
certification on 29

th
July 2011 and the Military

Certification for the two point tanker was achieved on 18
th

August 2011. In addition, a Letter of
Qualification was granted on 26

th
August 2011. The first Voyager is due to be delivered around

the turn of the year. The third Voyager aircraft has commenced its conversion in FRA (UK) on
26

th
August 2011.

The Royal Saudi Air Force (RSAF) MRTT obtained its Civil Certification on 16
th

June 2011 and
the Military Certification on 21

st
October 2011. Concurrently with the delivery to the Royal Saudi

Air Force in mid November, the first A330 MRTT is being used to train the RSAF crews till the
end of the year. Submitted by Eduardo Pellicer, Airbus Military

Aircraft Identification Contest
Congratulations to last

month’s photo contest
winner, Group Captain
Richard Lennon, of the Royal
Australian Air Force. He
correctly identified the Avro
Lancaster. We had a very
large number of responses
this time. For all of you who
answered DC-3/C-47, you
were not alone. That was far
and away the number one
response. Please send your
entry to this month’s contest
to arsag2@aol.com with your mailing address for your
fabulous prize. As the first correct answer wins, don’t
hesitate to reply. I often get the correct response before I
receive the newsletter.

Thanks for playing and good luck! Thomas Coggeshall

.

Washing ashore from Naval Aviation History

At ARSAG, we always are alert for the latest events and
developments in aerial refueling. At the same time, we are
interested in aerial refueling history.

These photos from the splendid archives of Naval Aviation
history recently came to our attention.

Hilton Palacio del Rio, site of ARSAG 2012 Winter Meeting

A North American AJ-2
Savage of the U.S. Navy
composite squadron VC-7
Det. 1 Peacemakers of
the Fleet refueling a
Vought F7U-3 Cutlass of
experimental squadron
VX-3.
U.S. Navy Naval Aviation News
September 1955


