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Capabilities 

- Largely been able to uphold a balanced Air Force… 
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NAOC main features: 

• Will plan, execute and conduct tactical 

air operations as directed by the 

National Joint HQ (FOHK) 

• Part of the Air Force organisation 

 

NAOC 

• «interim» NAOC 

2014 

• NAOC «IOC» 

2016 

• NAOC «FOC» 

2018/20 
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effect 
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improved 

Command & Control 
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New Defence Review 

1 Oct 2014 - 1 Oct 2015  

Expected Radical Changes 

Planned! 

Now suppenly open… 
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Developments driving the 

new Defence Review 

1. The Arctic Developments 

Russian Arctic Strategy  

– Focus on a comprehensive development; economy and 

interest driven 

– Energy resources 

• Ambitious; multinational, but with a Russian lead 

– Sailing routes 

• Including environmental security, command and control, 

icebreakers etc.  

– Argue international law (but what is internationally accepted 

law…?)  

– Military force to support and secure the national interests  

– Long term interests 
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2. The High North: Geopolitics and Russian Military potentials 

– A «Polycentric World Order» 

– NATO-Russia developments 

– Geopolitics matter, we do not know the future… 

 

We do know:  

– The Northern Fleet will remain the dominating Russian naval base 

– The strategic submarines will stay central to Russian deterrent 

– Strategic Air Power and Rocket Forces will continue to have its 

shortest route over the Barents Sea region 

– The Barents Sea will remain the “testbed» for new and improved 

national and export main weapon systems.   

 
 

 

Developments driving the 

new Defence Review (2) 
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• The Norwegian Air Force is in the midst of a planned period of great change, including 

both a modernization of capabilities and changes to the Air Base structure. Norway 

has recently bought new C-135J aircraft and will soon receive new Joint Strike Fighter 

aircraft and new helicopters.  

– Norway is yet to decided on replacement aircraft, or other capabilities, for 

maritime surveillance and intelligence functions, nor has it chosen replacement 

systems for the aging control and reporting center (CRC) structure.  

 

• The future strategic environment in which these military forces will operate is uncertain 

– and a new Defence Review is ongoing. It is expected to be radical!  

– How will this affect NATO and the character and demands of air power in the 

Alliance?  

– What will the effect be on Norwegian national requirements for air power?  

– These are important questions for the ongoing Defence Review.  

 

• Given its enduring and solid national economy, Norway has largely been able to 

uphold a balanced force and many new capabilities are on their way. This puts 

Norway in an advantageous situation compared to many other countries.  

– However, challenges remain. Planned force structure is clearly under-financed.  

– Will Norwegian politicians increase funding for the Armed Forces, or will large 

parts of the structure become non-operational?  

– We do have some interesting times ahead…  
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Thank you for your attention 


